
EAST DEAN PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting 7.6.2022

Lockerley and East Dean Memorial Hall at 7pm

Present
Councillors: Jeff Hatcher, Paula Rickaby, Rachel McDonnell, Tim Coomer
Also present was the Clerk to the council, Alex Walker

1. Apologies
Chris Conduct, Ian Jeffrey (Borough Councillor for Test Valley) and Nick Adams-King (Hampshire
County Council councillor for Romsey Rural)

2. Open Forum
Nothing to discuss

3. Minutes of the last Meeting
The Chair confirmed that all councillors had seen and approved the minutes of the Annual Meeting
and the Parish Assembly on 10.5.22. The Chair signed the minutes.  Also signed were the minutes of
the meeting held on 9.11.21 (which had not been signed in the January meeting).

4. Declarations of interest on agenda items
None

5. Borough Councillors Report
All councillors had seen and read Hampshire County Councillor Update 13
The main item of interest for local residents is the section on ‘Help from HCC for those struggling with
cost of living pressures’. Councillors agreed that the information and list of weblinks about the
immediately available support should go on the 2 noticeboards and the website. There is also a
Ukraine Connections group which meets in Romsey Library every Friday from 2 - 4pm - which the
clerk will share with families in the village hosting Ukrainian families.

6. Insurance
The clerk had a discussion with the internal auditor Paul Reynolds about adding cyber cover to the
council’s insurance.  The council discussed how much this would add to our insurance premium,
whether we needed it and whether Andy Bravery (web admin) would think it necessary. Councillors
agreed that this should be investigated before next year’s insurance premium came up for renewal
(early Spring 2023)

7. Finance
a. The audited accounting statements (expenditure and back reconciliation) for year

ending 31st March 2022 were examined by councillors and signed by the Chair.

b. The Annual Internal Audit Report 2021/2022 was examined by councillors
1. Page 5 (accounting statements) signed by the Clerk and the Chair
2. Page 6 - signed by the Clerk and the Chair
3. Page 3 - signed by the Clerk and the Chair
4. Page 3 to be sent to the external auditor - PKF. Due to the low volume of

cash the council will self certificate this year. The certificate of exemption
form was signed by the chair.

5. Page 4 (Annual Governance Statement) shown to all councillors
6. Notice of public access to records dates confirmed.  Commencing 20.6.22

and ending on 29.7.22. The confirmation of these dates to be published on



the East Parish Council website and a copy of the form sent to PKF the
external auditor.

c.    Cheques for payment:
Arthur J Gallagher Insurance - No. 297 for £384.60
P Reynolds - Internal Audit - No. 289 for £200.00
J G Hatcher - Platinum Jubilee Mugs for children of the village - No.  299 for
£224.75

d. Balance of accounts:
Club, Charity and Trust on 2.5.22 £10,053.24
Business Instant Access on 3.4.22 £4,266.83

e. Budget and Precept
At the meeting on 11th November 2021 the council discussed the budget for
2022/3 and agreed that the expenditure would be about the same as for the
year 2021/22 so the precept should not increase.  The discussion about the
budget wasn’t minuted at the time but the clerk has pointed this out and
councillors have agreed that this was discussed and is now duly minuted.

8. Clerk’s salary and contract
Councillors agreed that the Clerk’s salary should increase from £10.36 per hour to £14 from
1.4.22.
The Clerk showed a draft contract of employment (Hampshire Association of Local Councils
template). Councillors discussed hours and conditions of work and it was agreed that the
clerk should get a job description from HALC to discuss alongside the contract of employment
at a future meeting. Paula may have a copy of the previous Clerk’s job description - which she
will find.

9. Planning
None

10. Platinum Jubilee Mugs
These were very well received by the children in East Dean. There has been positive verbal
feedback and a thank you email from a family in the village. Councillors thanked the Chair for
ordering and delivering the mugs with a message from East Parish Council in the box.

11. Correspondence
All relevant emails have been forwarded to councillors by the clerk and nothing to discuss.

12. AOB
The footpath by the railway line has been strimmed.
The sale of the parish rooms is ongoing and Tim will continue to keep East Dean Parish
Council informed of progress.
Clerk to check how many meetings a councillor needs to attend in a year.

13. Items for next agenda
Resilience plan

14. Date of next meeting
Tuesday 12th July 2022 at 7pm in Lockerley and East Dean Memorial Hall

The meeting closed at 8.50 pm

Signed by the Chair Date




