
 East Dean Parish Council 
 

Minutes of an ordinary meeting of the Parish Council held on 
Tuesday 10th November 2020, at 7pm via Zoom. 

  
Present: Councillors: Jeff Hatcher, Paula Rickaby, Tim Coomer, Chris Conduct and 

Rachel McDonnell. Also, in attendance was Clerk to the council, Sue Holder, 
Borough Councillor Ian Jeffrey and 3 members of the public. 

 
21/019 Apologies for absence: None received. 
 
21/020 Open Forum:   
Concern for the proposed extinguishment of Byway 501 was reiterated by members of the 
parish, with a suggestion that large numbers of parishioners will object unless the new 
footpath from The Glebe to the Railway crossing was a permanent right of way. This was 
discussed further under ‘Footpaths’.  

 
21/0021 To approve the minutes of the meeting of the parish council held on the 8th 
September 2020.  The minutes of the previous meeting had been sent to all councillors in 
advance of the meeting and were unanimously approved at this meeting. 
 
21/022 Declarations of interest on agenda items: None 
 
21/023 Borough Council Report provided by Cllr Ian Jeffrey. 

• Whilst Coronavirus cases are increasing across the county, the r rate in the Test 
Valley remains below average.  Test and Trace payments may be available for 
some if forced to self-isolate. 

• Test Valley Borough Council continue to successfully prosecute fly tippers in the 
area. 

• Parish profiles have been updated on the Test Valley Borough Council website. 

• It was reported that in Hampshire in 2019 there were 195 cases of modern slavery 
identified. 

• Unity, Test Valleys community services provider, have created a Test Valley Impact 
Survey, aimed at understanding the impact that Covid-19 and its subsequent 
regulations has had on local community groups. 

• The council’s programmed annual leaf clearance started on 26 October and will 
take six weeks to complete. 

 
21/024 Finance 
 

a) The parish council bank balance was reported to be £14047.42 
b) Payments approved for payment at this meeting (® is retrospective): 

• Installation of noticeboard £200.00 Pending – awaiting invoice 

• PKF External Audit ®  £240.00  # 266 

• RBL Poppy Wreath   £16.00  # 267 

• Poppies    £60.0   # 268 

• Clerk Oct / Nov   £360.80  #269 

• Eastwood for grass cutting £50.00 #270 

• Lockerley and East Dean 

Village Hall grant  £750.00 #271 



c) Conclusion of external audit: On the basis of the review conducted by PKF 

Littlejohn of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return 

(AGAR), in their opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in 

accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters came to their attention 

giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have 

not been met. 

 
 21/025 Planning 
 
Applications received since last full council meeting:  
20/02650/LBWS Deangate 
Window renovation works and replacement of tile hung gable 
The parish council resolved not to object to this application. 
 
Decisions received since last full council meeting:  
20/01900/FULLS Holbury View 
Erection of a single and two storey rear extension, to provide 
additional living space, and erection of entrance porch 
The parish council resolved not to object to this application, and at the time of this meeting 
whilst Test Valley Borough Council had not published a decision, an objection from the 
Ecology Report was noted. 
 
21/026 Footpaths 
Work on the new footpath from The Glebe to the Railway crossing has now started, which 
will include painting the picket fence.  The chairman reported that he has been assured by 
the Landowner that the footpath will become a permanent right of way but understands the 
process can be time consuming, and the responsibility of Hampshire County Council to 
progress. The safety of residents in providing the new footpath was agreed to be very 
welcome. With regard the extinguishment of Byeway 501 the parish council consider this a 
separate matter to the new footpath. 

 
21/027 Speed Signs 
It was reported that the parish council have agreed not to purchase a speed awareness 
camera at this time however consideration will be given to village entrance signs.  Costs 
and potential grants will be obtained for discussion at a future meeting.  
 
21/028 Bird Boxes 
In response to the parish plan survey two bird boxes will be placed in the woods near the 
railway crossing. 
 
21/029 Correspondence 

• PKF – conclusion of external audit 

• Mid Test Matters 

• Planning White Paper 

• Tara Pothecary – footpath 

• Susie Owers – footpath 

• Lockerley and East Dean Village Hall Committee – request for funds. The parish 

council resolved to grant £750.00 for this year to the Lockerley and East Dean 

Village Hall Committee, to help compensate for a lack of income during the 

pandemic. 

 



 

 
21/030 Any other business, to note 

• It was reported that replacement magnetic boards have been obtained for the new 
noticeboard. 

• An offer to make ‘East Dean Parish Council’ signs for the new noticeboard and 
bench were accepted by the parish council. 

• Thanks, were offered to Cllrs Hatcher and Rickaby for arranging the Remembrance 
Sunday Service and for the poppies placed around the village this year. 

• Parish Council agendas for the new noticeboard were discussed. 

• The NHS banners will remain in the village until further notice. 
 
21/031 Items for next agenda 

• Village gateway. 
 
There being no further business the chairman closed the meeting at 07.50pm. 
 

Date of the next meeting of the parish council is Tuesday 12th January 2021  
 

Signed by J Hatcher (Chairman)   Date 
 

 


